ery few countries are offering the level of resources needed to fight the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, Prof. Vivienne Nathanson of the British Medical Association told the World Medical Association (WMA) assembly in Durban, South Africa, on Oct. 8. "We should be saying something to force our countries to recognize that this is a global problem," she said, prior to a debate on an emergency motion urging greater support to combat the epidemic.
"Otherwise, we are going to see deaths that rise into the hundreds of thousands or even millions," said the BMA's director of Professional Activities.
The WMA motion passed unanimously. It includes a call for "enhanced support" to combat the epidemic, plus the necessary supplies When Ebola hit Nigeria in July and August, residents at his hospital bought used personal protective suits on the black market for as much as 50 000 Nigerian Naira ($338) in case they were asked to see a patient suspected of having the virus; the suits are only supposed to be used once. And in Freetown, Sierra Leone, medical residents are mourning the loss of a resident who died from Ebola last week. The WMA agreed to take up the junior doctors' issue in the future, but did not include it in the motion, since other frontline workers are also at high risk and lacking in necessary resources.
But the news that physicians on the front lines in West Africa say "they are totally ignored by international agencies," as Ugandan physician Margaret Mungherera told the assembly, did prompt additional words: the emergency motion recommends that national governments and aid agencies "work with health care providers on the ground."
For Mungherera, who steps down as WMA president this week, the Ebola outbreak is close to home. Uganda has faced several Ebola But the United Nations said in September that the amount needed to fight the virus approaches $1 billion US. Dr. Jim Yong Kim, the global health physician at the helm of the World Bank, said he will ask the governments of high-income countries this week to support a $20 billion US fund for global health emergencies. DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-4919 
